
Theme :  Hidden treasure - Parable of the pearl

Date Sunday 31st May 2015 

Key Point God's kingdom is worth all that we have

Objective Heaven is the most valuable thing that we have. 

Memory Verse Matthew 16:26 What good will it do for people to win the whole 
world and lose their lives? Or what will a person give in exchange 
for life?

Time activity Content

11.15-11.30 Worship & 
Birthdays

Choose from TV Library

11.30-11.35 Game 
( optional)

Relay style:  hide gold chocolate coins or pretend jewels 
at the bottom of a box and fill with paper or packaging. 
Kids have to put their hands in and find something

11.40-11.50 Games see file

11.50- 12.0 Story / Video see the notes below

12.0-12.10 Memory Verse Have you ever had a yard sale? It can be difficult to 
decide how much your old toys are worth. Or even if you 
want to sell them at all. In life, we often have to decide 
how much certain activities or habits are worth to us. 
Should we keep them? Which is most important. Jesus 
is telling us in this lesson that the most valuable thing in 
our life is our relationship to God. Are we in the 
kingdom? Will our activities or habits keep us from 
staying in the kingdom? What could possibly be more 
important than saving our souls and pleasing God?

12.0-12.10 Prayer Thank God  for loving us and wanting us to have a close 
relationship with him. Help us to always put God first and 
to make good choses.  

12.10-12.15 Juice & 
Biscuits

12.15-12.25 Quiz wordsearch see  below

12.15-12.25 Activity Oyster cookies- see picture below

12.25- 12.30 Team Games



LESSON TIME

M AT THEW 13:44
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and
for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. "

Say: Jesus began His story with the words, “The kingdom of heaven is like...” Let’s talk 
about the kingdom of heaven for a minute. The kingdom of God is wherever the will of God 
is done. Because each of us sins, none of us can do the perfect will of God. On our own, 
we cannot be part of God’s kingdom. But Jesus came to make the kingdom available to 
everyone (Mark 1:15). Jesus takes away the sin of everyone who trusts in Him (John 
1:29). The person has a change of heart, and he or she truly wants to do God’s will. By the 
grace of God, He sends His Holy Spirit to live inside of that person, and he or she is then 
able to do God’s will. That person is part of God’s kingdom.

Life outside of the kingdom of God is way less than God intended it to be. It is not full life 
because it is life that is separate from God (Isaiah 59:2). Teacher: Call up a volunteer. Put 
dark glasses on her and tie the handkerchief LOOSELY to cover her nose and mouth 
(bandit style). Life outside the kingdom is sort of like this. I have this beautiful fruit. But with 
those dark glasses on, you can’t see all the nice colours. When I peel it, you can’t smell it 
like I can smell it. I can take a bite and taste the amazing flavours. But you aren’t quite 
able to taste it. Jesus came and offered the kingdom. Everyone who chooses to trust in 
Him has kingdom life - life to the fullest! Take off the glasses and bandana and allow the 
volunteer to eat the fruit. Thank your volunteer.
Jesus compared the kingdom of God to the hidden treasure. The kingdom of God is the 
treasure. The kingdom of God is FAR more valuable than anything in this world. There is 
nothing that even compares to a loving relationship with the Creator of the universe!

Application: When we discover that we can enter God’s kingdom, we have a choice to 
make, just as the man in the field did. We can see the treasure and we can just go back to 
our old way of life. Or we can see God’s kingdom, full of peace, love, forgiveness, 
freedom, and joy, and want that more than anything else.

Jesus is not saying that you must go out and sell everything you own. He is saying that 
you should be willing to. He is saying that NOTHING compares in value to the new life that 
the King wants to give you. You should not love anything or anyone more than you love the 
King, God Himself. If you belong to the kingdom, you have the greatest treasure! This 
treasure is freely given by God, the King, to everyone who trusts in Him.

Pearl Of Great Value

Say: Jesus continued by telling another, similar parable.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a trader who was looking for fine pearls. He found 
one that was very valuable. So he went away and sold everything he had. And he bought 
that pearl. - Matthew 13:45-46



Teacher: Show your pearls. Pearls are very valuable. Ask: Does anyone know where 
pearls come from? Listen for answers. Say: Pearls come from oysters. These are 
underwater animals that live inside of a shell. The shell has two parts that are hinged 
together like this. Place your hands together like an oyster shell. The oyster opens its shell 
to let water and food in. And sometimes a piece of sand or shell gets in. The oyster creates 
a coating that covers the sand or shell. As time goes on, the sand is coated with more and 
more layers of this coating. Eventually, after several years, it ends up looking like a 
beautiful, shiny stone called a pearl. The bigger and more perfectly round the pearl, the 
more valuable it is.

Pearls were especially valuable in Jesus’ day. Treasure seekers searched the Red Sea, 
the Persian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean to find oysters with pearls inside. Not every oyster 
has a pearl, and not every pearl is big or round.

The man in Jesus’ parable found a very valuable pearl. This story is very much like the first 
parable. But in this parable, the man was actively looking for the treasure. This man was 
like the people who had listened to God’s promises of long ago, and were waiting for the 
Messiah, the Savior, to come. Even though these people had been looking for God’s 
kingdom, when they found it, it was far greater than what they had expected.

Just as in the first parable, the valuable pearl was a symbol of the kingdom of God. And 
like the first parable, the man gladly gave up everything he owned to get the pearl. He, too, 
knew that nothing he owned could compare to the great treasure he had finally found.

Application: The point of these two parables is the great value of being a part of God’s 
kingdom. Jesus is not pointing out what we must give up to enter His kingdom. He is telling 
us that it is worth more than everything else. Both men GLADLY, JOYFULLY gave up 
everything else to claim their new found treasure. Jesus makes it clear that we should not 
let anything keep us from entering the kingdom of God. And when we know the value of 
what we have as members of the kingdom, shouldn’t we share it with everyone we know?



 




